
Upper Delaware Council 

WATER USE/RESOURCE MANAGEMENT COMM. MEETING MINUTES 
Oct. 21, 2008 

 

Committee Members Present: Wieland, Serio, Chase, Sundholm, McKay 

Committee Members Absent: Shafer, Fluhr, Bowers, Flaherty 

Partner:    Hamilton 

Advisory Council:  None 

Staff:    Soete, Coney, Ramie 

Guests:    D. Keesler 
 

Committee Chairperson Charles Wieland called the meeting to order at 7:14 p.m.  A motion by Sundholm 

seconded by Serio to approve the Sept. 16 meeting minutes was carried.  There was no public comment on 

the agenda.  Ramie noted that Bill Douglass and George J. Fluhr were attending a public meeting at Berlin 

Township to answer questions on joining the UDC. 

 

New York Regional Interconnect proposed transmission line, update on activities: 

�CARI:  The Communities Against Regional Interconnect and the Sullivan County Planning Division are 

sponsoring a public Q & A Session on Oct. 24 from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Delaware Community Center in 

Callicoon.  This Q & A will assist citizens in understanding the issues and preparing for the upcoming NYS 

PSC Public Statement Hearings on the application filed by NYRI. 
�NYS PSC:  The New York State Public Service Commission has scheduled Public Information 

Forums/Public Statement Hearings at numerous geographic locations along the route of the proposed 

transmission line project.  The committee members were provided with a listing of locations for these 

meetings in Orange, Sullivan, and Delaware Counties.  It is anticipated that the UDC staff will attend the 

hearings in Callicoon, Lake Huntington, and Hancock.  The Information Forums presented by the NYS 

PSC will address the details of the administration of the proceeding under the PSC rules and modes of 

operation.  The Public Statement Hearings will give the public the opportunity to present their comments 

before the Administrative Law Judges assigned to the proceeding.  Other methods of commenting include 

by mail, email, and telephone.  Most of the hearings will be webcast on the internet and can be viewed by 

accessing www.NewYorkAdmin.com and clicking on New York State Public Service Commission.  The 

hearings will be archived for viewing as well. 

 
Old Business 

 

Upper Delaware Scenic Byway Update:  Ramie provided an update on the Byway activities.  They are 

supporting the County of Sullivan as the lead agency for the Byway Visitor Center SEQR review.  Three 

quotes were received for the landscape survey (vegetation clearing), with costs ranging from $15,000 to 

$50,000.  They are reviewing the quotes.  A full-page ad will be taken in the Greater Western Catskills 

Guide. 

 The Narrowsburg model interpretive signs project is progressing.  The Sullivan County DPW is 

preparing the area in front of the Council office for one, two-sided panel interpretive sign.  Other signs will 

be installed on the Big Eddy deck, the Arts Alliance building, and at Fort Delaware, all in Narrowsburg.  A 

public unveiling ceremony is being discussed.  The next meeting of the Byway group is Oct. 27. 
 

D & H Transportation Heritage Council Update:  Ramie provided an update on the D & H activities.  

The Council met on Oct. 15.  They walked the new section of the towpath trail by Rt. 209 in Wurtsboro, 

NY.  This 1.5 mile trail section is located on NYS DEC property.  A business meeting was held in the 

afternoon.  The hiring of a graphic artist to do a template for logo and trail markers was discussed.  Each 

member shared information on their organizations’ activities.  The impending gas drilling issues in NYS 

and PA were discussed in relation to D & H Trail impacts.  The next quarterly meeting of the D & H group 

is Jan. 21 at the Shohola Township Building. 

 

NYS DEC Open Space Plan, 2009 Revision Update:  Coney reported in response to her query, Bill 

Rudge has indicated that the 2009 draft revision of NYS’s Open Space Plan has not yet been released for 



UDC Water  Use/Resou rce  Mgmt.  Comm.  Meeting  Minutes  10-21-2008 Page 2 

public review; possibly later this fall.  The DEC Region 3 citizen’s advisory committee has completed and 

handed in its report with recommendations for the 2009 revision. 

 

New Business 

 

NYC DEP Commissioner Emily Lloyd resigns Oct. 8:  It was announced that NYC DEP Commissioner 
Emily Lloyd resigned effective Oct. 8, according to media reports.  Lloyd had been Commissioner for four 

years.  She is accepting a job as chief operating officer of Trinity Real Estate.  No successor has been 

announced to date. 

 

NYS DEC finalizes public meetings-draft Scoping Document Supplemental GEIS, natural gas 

drilling:  The committee received copy of a NYS DEC press release announcing the finalization of six 

public meetings to give the public an opportunity to participate in the analysis of the potential 

environmental impacts of high-volume hydraulic fracturing of horizontal wells in New York’s natural gas-

bearing Marcellus and Utica shale formations. 

 The meeting in Sullivan County will take place Dec. 4 at Sullivan County Community College in 

Loch Sheldrake.  Doors open at 4:30 p.m., with a formal meeting beginning at 5:15 p.m.  Brief remarks by 

DEC staff will be followed by public comments starting at 6 p.m.  As a first step of it review, DEC recently 
released a draft scope that proposes issues to be covered in the analysis.  The draft scoping document can 

be accessed at the DEC’s website at www.dec.ny.gov/energy/45912.html. 

 

Leadership Sullivan Bus Tour stops in Narrowsburg Oct. 15 – UDC presentation:  Soete announced 

that the UDC staff briefly spoke about the Council and its mandates at an Oct. 15 stopover of Leadership 

Sullivan when it visited some Narrowsburg locations.  The Leadership Sullivan offers training about 

Sullivan County by taking future leaders to various locations within the County to obtain additional 

information about that organization or business entity.  In Narrowsburg they visited the Delaware Valley 

Arts Alliance, Fort Delaware, and Lander’s Campground.  The UDC presentation was made at Lander’s. 

 

Millennium Pipeline newsletter article, “Millennium Helps Mongaup Visitors Get Back to Nature”:  
The committee received copy of a Millennium Pipeline newsletter article as a point of information.  The 

article mentioned that nature-loving visitors to the Mongaup Falls Wildlife Management Area would soon 

enjoy new hiking trails, information kiosks, an eagle blind, new and improved parking facilities and other 

amenities to more fully appreciate the wildlife experience.  Millennium has constructed a series of 

improvements within portions of the Wildlife Management Area in Sullivan County that will make it more 

accessible to the public.  Millennium has already installed newly completed hiking and wheelchair-access 

trails to provide convenient access to a bald eagle viewing blind.  Other improvements will also be 

completed in segments.  This public-private project is part of the Millennium Pipeline construction activity. 

 Serio mentioned that Millennium has equipment in the East Branch by Peas Eddy now.  They are 

also starting to put in barriers for dewatering purposes. 

 

NPS Report:  Don Hamilton reported on the Oct. 15 NYS Assembly committee hearing he attended in 
Albany relative to input and comment on what should be included in the state regulations that NYS DEC is 

preparing regarding gas drilling/exploration.  Hamilton mentioned that the DEC Commissioner Pete 

Grannis and Brad Field, Mineral Resources Division were at the hearing.  The lawmakers heard from a 

broad range of stakeholders including energy companies.  DEC is indicating that no gas wells will receive 

permits until the Supplemental GEIS is finalized. 

 Hamilton noted that the Susquehanna River Basin Commission is playing a regulatory role on the 

Pennsylvania side of the River in the gas drilling process.  Serio mentioned that the gas companies are 

pulling back on their lease agreements right now.  They won’t lease any more land as they’ll need dollars to 

drill and the economy has slowed down.  Hamilton mentioned that the NPS will review the draft 

Supplemental GEIS when it becomes available in the spring of 2009.  NPS will attend the Dec. 4 DEC 

public meeting as mentioned previously and will work with its geologic resources division regarding this 
issue. 

Chase asked if Pennsylvania put in any safeguards for its streams.  Hamilton responded they are 

tightening up on that and looking at surface waters if okay to draw water for gas drilling activities.  

Fracturing a well takes from 1 to 5 mg of water, so 500 water trucks will be hauling 2.5 mg to well drill 
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sites at least.  Local municipalities are trying to get bonding in place for roads maintenance work.  New 

York State is looking at ways to make bonding mandatory from the gas companies.  Serio commented the 

amount of water would be 20 cfs for two hours to equal 1 mg.  Some small streams could accommodate 

that.  The impacts to the roads with the heavy truck traffic would be of immediate concern.  McKay added 

treating the polluted fracing water is an issue also.  Hamilton noted in some NPS areas where NPS doesn’t 

have the mineral rights, the drillers are using containers for the frac fluid.  Wieland asked is there a ratio 
how much comes back out of the well.  Hamilton responded that sometimes 70% comes back; depends on 

the well.  That’s why they want open pits, but the drillers will know better what will come back to the 

surface once they start drilling in this area.  Chase asked what was in the fracing fluid.  Hamilton noted that 

DEC will want to know that information, as well as the DRBC.  The gas companies should have MSDS 

sheets that list chemicals in the fluid. 

 Hamilton passed around information on the “Vital Signs Monitoring Program” through Eastern 

Rivers and Mountains Network of NPS.  The Network is composed of nine park units within the states of 

Pennsylvania, New York, New Jersey, and West Virginia.  NPS-Upper Delaware is involved with this 

program, as reported at last month’s meeting, in the Upper Delaware.  The Network has identified 13 vital 

signs deemed to be the highest priority that represent a systems approach to the monitoring program.  Some 

of these vital signs include water quality; air and climate; soil quality; biological integrity and ecosystem 

pattern. 
 Serio asked Hamilton if there was any progress on revamping the fish takes reporting logs, and 

Hamilton said he would ask Jamie about that since she is part of the committee reviewing it. 

 

Public Comment   None 

 

Adjourn   A motion by McKay seconded by Chase to adjourn the meeting at 7:51 p.m. was carried. 

 

 

 

 

 
       Carol Coney, Office Manager 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 200
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 200
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 400
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Cadmus MediaWorks settings for Acrobat Distiller 7.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


